
  

 

A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Hickory was held in the Council Chamber of the 
Municipal Building on Tuesday, November 3, 2015 at 7:00 p.m., with the following members present: 
 
                                                                            Rudy Wright  

Brad Lail   Hank Guess 
Bruce Meisner               Aldermen  
Danny Seaver  Jill Patton  

 

A quorum was present.   
 
Also present were:  Assistant City Manager Rodney Miller, Assistant City Manager Andrea Surratt, Deputy 
City Attorney Arnita Dula, City Attorney John W. Crone, III, Deputy City Clerk Sarah Prencipe and City Clerk 
Debbie D. Miller   
 
I. Mayor Wright called the meeting to order.  All Council members were present except for Alderman 

Zagaroli.   
 

II. Invocation by Rev. Cliff Moone, Retired Local Pastor  
 
III. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
IV. Special Presentations  
 
V. Persons Requesting to Be Heard 
 

A. Ms. Vickie Scott, 610 9th Avenue Drive SE, addressed City Council. She stated “What is in 

your mouth”? She advised that was their Women’s Day speaker, which spoke to them in 
August, “What is in your mouth?”  She addressed Mayor Wright and commented that what 
he said to the Hickory Daily Record, things that come out of your mouth can be hurtful, 
insulting, and just wrong in every way.  She quoted what Mayor Wright had said “I have 
always liked the idea of this operation being manned and directed by African-Americans for 
African-Americans.  She commented to her that was very racial.  She advised that it was 
hurtful and she could not believe that he said that.  She read that article three to five times, 
because she thought the he didn’t say that.  She has always had the highest respect for the 
Mayor.  She advised that she saw the Mayor on the morning of the 21st, at the Fast-N-

Fresh and had a conversation with him.  She would have never believed that the Mayor 
would make a racial statement like that.  She commented that it was not only black people 
that live in public housing.  She suggested that he go down there and take a walk and look 
around.  It is more than black people in public housing.  She commented that he knew why 
he did what he did, and she is sorry that he did it.  She commented that he had lost a lot of 
respect.   
 
Mayor Wright commented that he was not misquoted.  He wished he had not said it, but he 
was not apologizing because there was nothing racial intended about it.   

 
Ms. Scott replied “oh really”.   
 
Mayor Wright advised Ms. Scott that she had her opportunity to speak and he was going to 
speak.  He advised that he had two Caucasian cousins in public housing.  He is fully aware 
that it is not just for one race or the other.  His intent was to point out principally that he was 
pleased and he felt that it had been manned and directed capably by African-Americans.  
  

B. Mr. Larry Pope, stated that what he personally knows is a clear violation of the law, at the 

last City Council meeting, Mayor Wright made the statement that he, Council member 
Patton, and Council member Guess, along with Mr. Edward G. Fuller, went to Greensboro 
to meet with Mr. Michael Williams, the Executive Director of the HUD Office out of 
Greensboro to talk with him about the problems that we are experiencing here in Hickory. 
Mr. Pope had made the statement that he had reapplied to be a board member of the 
Hickory Public Housing Authority.  He also made the comment that Attorney Clarke had 
also expressed an interest publically in being appointed.  He stated that the comment that 
Mayor Wright made, after he went back to his seat and sat down, was that he would not 

appoint anyone to the Hickory Public Housing Authority who had a motive for wanting to be 
a board member.  Mr. Pope did not make comment that night even though he wanted to.  
He withheld his comment knowing that there was going to be another meeting and he 
would come back and say to the Mayor, “If you feel that I have an alternative, alternate 
motion or mode, to want to be reappointed to that board for more than serving the entire 
community of diverse individuals who live in public housing. Then I want to be as smart, as 
intelligent, and as knowing, as you think you are to know why I have asked and expressed 
an interest in being reappointed.”  He was removed from that board because he filed a 
complaint with the Attorney General, Inspector General of the United States, because as a 

board member he knew that there was misappropriation of Federal dollars going on.  He 
commented that the Mayor and City Council, and Michael Williams in Greensboro, did not 
want to listen to him.  He advised that they came in and did an audit and an investigation, 
and found that the allegations that he had made were true.  That there was over two 
hundred and some thousand dollars misappropriated.  He never denied the fact that he 
recused himself from any voting or discussion of the contract for maintenance that went to 
his brother.  He also told the Mayor, City Council, and the media, that Ms. Richardson nor 
Attorney Dean Amos expressed to him, or told him that they needed to write Mr. Williams in 



November 3, 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 

Greensboro and get permission to award that contract before that contract was awarded.  
He thanked Mayor Wright for acknowledging the fact that he knew, and had discovered 
that he had recused himself from voting or discussion of that contract.  He commended 
Mayor Wright on that.  He stated that the Mayor, Council member Guess and Council 
member Patton were wrong for not publicizing the fact that they were going to Greensboro 
to meet with Mr. Williams.  He stated that Council knows, as well as he does, that when 

three City Council members meet representing this City government that meeting becomes 
a public meeting and advertisement of that meeting must take place.  It did not take place. 
He asked Chief Adkins, in this open meeting, to arrest Mayor Wright, Council member 
Patton and Council member Guess, for violating a North Carolina General Statute that they 
have sworn, under oath, to abide by, and not violate any laws.  He commented, but yes it is 
okay for Mayor Wright to violate a law.  It is okay for you to do what you want to do when 
you have two fine attorneys; Attorney Crone, which he has the upmost respect for, and 
Attorney Dula which he also has the upmost respect for, to advise them on what is right 
and what is wrong.  But you yourself are going to decide, well I can do this, and I can get 

away with it.  But yet and still at a public meeting you make us aware that you did it, you got 
away with it, and he asked that the Mayor and the other two City Council members be 
arrested for violating the State law that says that is not a legal thing to do.  He stated he 
would sign the warrant if the warrant needs to be taken out for that violation.  He also 
stated that you must think about what you say and what you do before you do it.  Because 
the citizens elected each and every one of them thinking that you were going to do the right 
thing when it comes to the citizens of this City.  But too many times we have found that just 
the opposite has been done.  He stated that he would ask the citizens of this City to contact 
him, because he has decided that next year when it is time for the Mayor to run again, he 

intends to run for Mayor because he knows, and the citizens of this City know, that he is 
going to do the right thing no matter what is done, it will always be the right thing.   
 
Mayor Wright clarified that Mr. Pope, “in doing the right” as he says, stood here and said 
that they broke a law, when they did not break any law.  At one time there was four people 
wanting to go to that meeting; that would be illegal because it would be a quorum, and a 
group of people who could make a decision on behalf of Council.  One of those people 
graciously agreed not to go, so there could be three and be perfectly legal.  Although they 

did not go there to make any decisions for Council. They went there to gather a better 
understanding of the facts, and they did so in a perfectly legal meeting.  He stated that Mr. 
Pope was at the meeting where Council discussed the session they had in Greensboro.  
They were told, suggested or ordered not to do anything until HUD completes their review 
of the activities there.  Council is awaiting a report, and they have been told that they will 
get a report before anyone else gets it, and at that time Council will act appropriately.   

 
VI. Approval of Minutes  
 

A. Regular Meeting of October 20, 2015  
 

Alderman Guess moved, seconded by Alderwoman Patton that the Minutes of October 20, 
2015 be approved.  The motion carried unanimously.   
 
Mayor Wright announced that the motion was made by Alderman Guess seconded by 
Alderwoman Patton and the motion carried unanimously.   
    

VII. Reaffirmation and Ratification of Second Readings.  Votes recorded on first reading will be 

reaffirmed and ratified on second reading unless Council Members change their votes and so 
indicate on second reading.  

 
Alderman Seaver moved, seconded by Alderwoman Patton that the following be reaffirmed and 
ratified on second reading.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 
 Mayor Wright announced that the motion was made by Alderman Seaver seconded by 

Alderwoman Patton and the motion carried unanimously.   
 

A. Approval of a Lease Agreement for Property Located at 304 3 rd Street SW, Hickory to 
Jamie Janine Reed and Christopher Martin Stevey.  (First Reading Vote:  Unanimous) 

 
B. Approval of the Capital Purchase of Structural Firefighting Gear for FY15/16 in the Amount 

of $385,000.  (First Reading Vote:  Unanimous) 
 
C. Approval of a Contract with Crowder Construction Company in the amount of $2,699,000 

for the Emergency Power Generator Replacement Project at the Water Treatment Facility. 
(First Reading Vote:  Unanimous) 

 
D. Approval of an Amendment to the Agreement for Engineering Services with HDR 

Engineering, Inc. of the Carolinas in the Amount of $114,500.  (First Reading Vote:  
Unanimous) 
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E. Acceptance of 35th Avenue Court NE into the City of Hickory’s Street Maintenance.  (First 
Reading Vote:  Unanimous) 

 
F. Budget Ordinance Amendment Number 8. (First Reading Vote:  Unanimous) 
 
G. Grant Project Ordinance Number 3. (First Reading Vote:  Unanimous) 

 
H. Grant Project Ordinance Number 4.  (First Reading Vote:  Unanimous) 
 
I. Grant Project Ordinance Amendment Number 2.  (First Reading Vote:  Unanimous)   
 
J. Consideration of a Memorandum of Understanding for the Construction of a Splash Pad at 

Kiwanis Park.  (First Reading Vote:  Unanimous) 
 
VIII. Consent Agenda:  All items below are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be 

enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Council 
Member so requests.  In which event, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and 
considered under Item IX.   

 
Alderman Meisner moved, seconded by Alderman Lail approval of the Consent Agenda.  The 
motion carried unanimously.   

 
 Mayor Wright announced that the motion was made by Alderman Meisner seconded by Alderman 

Lail and the motion carried unanimously.   

 
A. Approved a Proclamation for John Hall Day, October 14, 2015.   

 

B. Approved a Special Events Activities Application Lowe’s Christmas Parade, City of Hickory 
and Christmas Tree Lighting, Lauren Townson, Senior Recreation Programmer, City of 
Hickory, Parks and Recreation Department, Downtown Hickory, November 20, 2015 3:00 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m.   
 

C. Approved on First Reading Amending the Speed Ordinance for Roadways In and Around 
Lenoir-Rhyne University.   
 
The Traffic Division has worked with Lenoir-Rhyne University, University Christian High 
School, and Hickory Police Department to determine the need for this speed limit 
reduction.  There is significant pedestrian traffic on all roadways in and around the 
university.  In an effort to create a safer environment for the pedestrians that use the 
campus, the speed limit needs to be reduced to 25 mph on all roadways connected with 
the university:  Stasavich Place, 8th Avenue NE (between 8th Street NE and 5th Street NE), 

5th Street NE, 6th Street NE, 9th Avenue NE (between 8th Street NE and 6th Street NE), and 
8th Avenue NE (between 5th Street NE and 2nd Street NE/NC Hwy 127).  Staff recommends 
approval to amend the speed limit in these areas to 25 mph.   
 

ORDINANCE NO. 15-51 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE HICKORY CITY COUNCIL 

AMENDING THE TRAFFIC ORDINANCE AUTHORIZED IN THE 
HICKORY CODE OF ORDINANCES – ARTICLE III, SECTION 18-81 

  

WHEREAS, Article III of the City of Hickory Code of Ordinances be and is hereby amended 
through the modification of the official maps authorized therein as follows, to wit: 

 
Amend the Traffic Ordinance by reducing the speed limit surrounding Lenoir-Rhyne 
University (Stasavich Pl, 8th Ave NE between 8th St NE and 5th St NE, 5th St NE, 6th St NE, 
9th Ave NE, and 8th Ave NE between 5th St NE and NC Hwy 127) to 25 mph.    

 
All ordinances or provisions of the Hickory City Code of Ordinances which are not in 
conformance with the provisions of the Amendment occurring herein are repealed as of 

the effective date of this Ordinance. 
 
  This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon adoption. 

 
D. Approved on First Reading Retiring Police Canine Bachak and an Agreement to Allow 

Police Canine Bachak to be adopted by Handler MPO Matt Williams.   
 

The Hickory Police Department will retire police canine, Bachak from service on December 
1, 2015 due to health issues which would limit his ability to perform his duties.  His handler, 

MPO Matt Williams, would like to adopt him after his retirement and would like to assume 
responsibility and care of the canine.  Bachak has a special skill set due to his previous 
training as a police dog, and because of this training he is a danger to public welfare, and 
may be adopted by his handler.  Staff requests approval to retire canine Bachak on 
December 1, 2015 and approval of the Retiring Canine Agreement allowing MPO Matt 
Williams to adopt Bachak.  
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E. Approved on First Reading Community Relations Council Fall Grant Recommendations.  

 
The Community Relations Council receives funds to disperse during the fiscal year through 
the Community Relations Council grant process.  Non-profit agencies working with diverse 
populations in Hickory are eligible for grant funding.  The grant proposal must show how 

the program under consideration fits into the Community Relations Council’s goals and 
mission, and how the program will serve to improve human relations in the Hickory area.  
Community Relations Council received 13 grant applications for projects totaling $17,254 
and is recommending approval of six of the grants totaling $6,004 for the following non-
profit agencies:  Hickory Music Factory, $750; OUTright Youth of Catawba County, $600; 
Council on Adolescents of Catawba County, Inc., $1,154; New Hope for Kids, $500; 
Hickory Museum of Art, $1,500; and Young People of Integrity, $1,500.   
 

F. Approved Applying for a $10,000 Grant on Behalf of Lenoir-Rhyne University.   
 

Hickory Police Department requests permission to apply for a NC Governor’s Crime 
Commission grant in the amount of $10,000 on behalf of Lenoir-Rhyne University.  Lenoir-
Rhyne University (LRU) cannot reach direct funds from the Governor’s Crime Commission 
because it is not a non-profit organization.  NC Governors’ Crime Commission (NCGCC) 
suggested that the university partner with Hickory Police Department to complete the 
necessary paperwork and manage the grant.  Hickory Police Department works very 
closely with the Security Services at LRU and recognizes the overall benefit to assist with 
their funding needs to enhance their ability to provide security to their students, staff, and 

visitors of the campus.  Any equipment obtained by the NCGCC funds will be the property 
of the City of Hickory and would be on loan to LRU.  A memorandum of agreement 
between LRU and the City of Hickory would be in place to ensure proper accountability and 
asset retention for the property.  Hickory Police Department requests permission to apply 
for a NC Governor’s Crime Commission grant in the amount of $10,000 on behalf of 
Lenoir-Rhyne University and allow Hickory Police Department to complete the necessary 
paperwork and management of the grant.  
 

G. Approved Acceptance of the Walmart Community Grant in the amount of $2,000.   
 
Hickory Police Department requests permission to accept a Walmart Community Grant in 
the amount of $2,000.  This grant will assist networking opportunities, working with at risk 
youth in community events.  Gang of One works with at risk youth for prevention and 
intervention.  Gang of One reaches out to the community with gang awareness 
presentations, community events and after school programs.  This funding will allow Gang 
of One to work with more at risk youth and expand the program.  Hickory Police 
Department recommends approval to accept the Walmart Community grant for $2,000.   
 

H. Approved on First Reading Budget Ordinance Amendment Number 9.   
 

ORDINANCE NO. 15-52 
BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NUMBER 9 

 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Board of the City of Hickory, that pursuant to Section 
15 of Chapter 159 of the General Statutes of North Carolina, that the following amendment 
be made to the annual budget ordinance for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2016.  

  
  SECTION 1.  To amend the General Fund the expenditures are to be changed as follows:  
     

FUNCTIONAL AREA INCREASE DECREASE 

Culture and Recreation  46,710 - 

Transportation  250,000 - 

TOTAL 296,710 - 

 
To provide the additional revenue for the above, the revenues will be changed as follows:  

FUNCTIONAL AREA INCREASE DECREASE 

Miscellaneous Revenue  46,710 - 

Other Financing Sources  250,000 - 

TOTAL 296,710 - 

 
SECTION 2.  To amend the Stormwater Fund the expenditures are to be changed as 
follows:  

FUNCTIONAL AREA INCREASE DECREASE 

Environmental Protection  47,000 - 

TOTAL 47,000 - 

 
To provide the additional revenue for the above, the revenues will be changed as follows: 

FUNCTIONAL AREA INCREASE DECREASE 

Other Financing Sources 47,000 - 
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TOTAL 47,000 - 

 
SECTION 3.  Copies of the budget ordinance amendment shall be furnished to the Clerk 
of the Governing Board, and to the City Manager (Budget Officer) and the Finance Officer 
for their direction.   
 

IX. Items Removed from Consent Agenda – None  
 
X. Informational Item 
 

A. Mick Berry’s Travel to ICMA Annual Conference, Seattle, Washington, September 25 – 
October 1, 2015, (Meals and Lodging – $1,730.34; Registration Fee - $655; Airfare 
Expense and Baggage - $530.70; Parking - $78)  
 
Mayor Wright advised that Mr. Berry’s daughter was playing in the Western Regional 

Volleyball Championships.  If Maiden wins they go to the State Championship on Saturday. 
He commented that his attendance had been very good and he is faithful, and he has a 
most capable stand-in.  He advised that Assistant City Manager Andrea Surratt was 
standing in for him.   
 

XI. New Business: 
 

A. Public Hearings  

   
B. Departmental Reports:  

  

1. Community Development Block Grant Microenterprise Grant Program Guidelines 
and Supporting Documents  

   
In the 2015-2019 Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community Development, 
the City of Hickory identified increasing entrepreneurship opportunities as a high 
priority need.  This led to the creation of a program to provide microenterprise 

grants to businesses looking for funding necessary to take their business to the 
next level.  The 2015-2016 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Annual 
Action Plan has $10,000 allocated towards assistance for entrepreneurial 
activities.  Staff and the Business Development Committee have been working for 
the past few months to develop a program that will assist low to moderate income 
business owners with business improvements.  The proposed program offers 
grants of up to $4,000 for low to moderate income business owners for business 
property, inventory, necessary fixed assets, marketing and business promotion, or 
other improvements approved by the Business Development Committee.  

Applicants will be required to submit a business plan and have a counseling 
session with a local business support organization.  Staff recommends that City 
Council approve the guidelines and supporting documents for the CDBG 
Microenterprise Grant Program.  
 
Assistant City Manager Andrea Surratt asked the City’s Economic Development 
and Community Development Manager Dave Leonetti to the podium to present 
Council with a Community Development Block Grant Microenterprise Grant.  She 
advised that the Business Development committee was recommending this 

program.   
 
Community Development Manager Dave Leonetti presented Council with a 
PowerPoint presentation for a Microenterprise Grant program that the Business 
Development Committee had been working on for the past few months.  He 
advised because the City receives Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
money, the City of Hickory has to adopt a five year consolidated plan for housing 
and community development.  That was done in May 2015.  One of the sections of 
that plan is a strategic plan that notes the various housing and community 

development needs within the City of Hickory.  One of those identified was 
increasing entrepreneurship opportunities.  Therefore as part of the 2015-2016 
annual budget process, $10,000 was allocated to increase microenterprise 
assistance in the community.  He advised that they are working as part of the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development guidelines because they are 
using the CDBG funds for this project.  He defined microenterprise, which is a 
business with five or fewer employees, one of whom is the owner of the business.  
It is an eligible CDBG expense provided the owner is a low to moderate income 
household.  Under those guidelines they are indexed based on family size. For 

example a family of four would need to earn under $41,800 annually.  They 
worked with the Business Development Committee (BDC), and with the CVCC 
Small Business Center with Jeff Neuville, and with Ralph Griffith and the Lenoir-
Rhyne University (LRU) Center for Social and Commercial Entrepreneurship.   
These entities will help them a great deal in the implementation of this program.  
They are also serving as ex-officio members on the Business Development 
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Committee to insure that we are adequately assisting the small businesses in the 
community.   
 
Mr. Leonetti discussed the grant features.  The awards will range from $1,000 to 
$4,000.  The primary purposes of the grant will be for business inventory, 
equipment, necessary fixed assets, and marketing and business promotion.  The 

Business Development Committee does have some flexibility of a different 
potential use if that comes up during one of the applications.  Grant funds cannot 
be used for real property improvements.  That is primarily due to the fact that it 
creates another layer of environmental review through the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development which creates too much paperwork for the amount of 
money that would be distributed under this program.  He discussed the application 
requirements in addition to the application form, the applicant would provide a 
business plan, and there is a template that they can use, financial projections for 
the 12 months following the business startup or the next 12 months if it is not a 

startup.  They will need to have a counseling appointment with one of the partner 
organizations and they could also work with the Small Business Technology 
Development Center in addition to the LRU Center for Entrepreneurship and the 
CVCC Small Business Center.  That counseling organization would need to 
provide them with a letter of recommendation, and since there is an income 
restriction they would also need to provide income verification information.  Each 
project as they come about will involve a project schedule that will detail 
implementation milestones and objectives.  Grants will generally be paid in at least 
two equal installments after meeting those milestones.  Everything will be done on 

a reimbursement basis.  They will require check-ins once a year with the Business 
Development Committee and the counseling organization.  After discussions with 
LRU and CVCC Small Business Center, one of the biggest needs that they 
mentioned for small businesses is networking opportunities, sounding boards, and 
the ability to talk to different folks about the issues that they are having as they try 
to work and develop their businesses.   
 
Mr. Leonetti discussed the review process.  The applications will be submitted to 

the Planning and Development Department, then the Business Development 
Committee will review the applications and make a recommendation to City 
Council.  Similar to how the Vacant Building Grant program works now.  City 
Council will consider the grant agreement contract and offer final approval at that 
time.  Staff recommended City Council’s approval of the grant guidelines.   
 
Alderman Seaver asked if that was just for startup microenterprises or if it could be 
for any microenterprise.   
 

Mr. Leonetti advised that it could be anyone who meets the definition of a 
microenterprise.  The way the guidelines are worded it is targeted towards startups 
or businesses in their infancy, but anyone would be able to take advantage of 
those as long as they meet the other requirements.   
 
Alderman Guess asked if Mr. Leonetti was aware of any immediate interest.   
 
Mr. Leonetti commented that Nathan Huret with the Catawba County Economic 
Development Corporation, and Jeff Neuville at the Small Business Center had 

been asking when it was going to be approved.  He advised that they had some 
questions about it.  He doesn’t have anyone applying at this point.   
 
Mayor Wright moved, seconded by Alderman Seaver approval of the Community 
Development Block Grant Microenterprise Grant Program Guidelines and 
supporting documents.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 
Mayor Wright announced he moved, seconded by Alderman Seaver and the 
motion carried unanimously.  

 
2. Appointments to Boards and Commissions  

 
 COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL  

 (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council)  
   Other Minority  VACANT 

 Other Minority   VACANT 
 

  HICKORY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

  (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms With Unlimited Appointments)  
  (Appointed by City Council) 
  Burke County  (Mayor to Nominate)   VACANT Since 8-6-2008  
  Brookford (Mayor to Nominate) VACANT Since 6-2006   

  Catawba County (Mayor to Nominate)  VACANT  
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 Mayor Wright nominated Jeff Kerley, Catawba County Representative, Hickory 
Regional Planning Commission.   

 
  INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL  
  (Appointed by Mayor with the Concurrence of City Council) 
  (8) Positions  VACANT 

 
  PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
  (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council) 
  At-Large Minority  VACANT  
          
  PUBLIC ART COMMISSION 
  (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council)  
  Ward 2  VACANT  
  Ward 3  VACANT   

  At-Large (Mayor Nominates)  VACANT      
  

 RECYCLING ADVISORY BOARD 
  (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council) 
  Ward 3  VACANT 
 
  SALT BLOCK FOUNDATION  

(Term Expires 6-30; 2-Year Term) 
Remainder of Mandy Pitts Term expires June 30, 2016 

 
Mayor Wright nominated Alderman Zagaroli, as the Representative on the SALT 
Block Foundation,  
 
YOUTH COUNCIL  
(Terms Expiring 6-30; 1-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council)  
 

   Hickory Career Arts Magnet  VACANT 

 
 Mayor Wright requested Ms. Kaminske do a press release regarding the process 

for being appointed and what vacancies that we have.  To his knowledge we do 
not have any applicants meeting these criteria.  He advised Council members to 
help each other to fill the vacancies.  He commented that he had more vacancies 
than anyone else.  

 
 Alderman Lail commented that Council might consider Alderman Zagaroli on the 

SALT Block Foundation.  He commented that he would be an excellent appointee 

to the SALT Block Foundation since Mandy Pitts is no longer eligible to serve. 
 
 Mayor Wright nominated Alderman Zagaroli as the Representative on the SALT 

Block Foundation.   
 
 Alderman Lail moved seconded by Alderwoman Patton approval of Alderman 

Zagaroli to the SALT Block Foundation.  The motion carried unanimously.   
 

Mayor Wright announced that the motion was made by Alderman Lail seconded by 

Alderwoman Patton and the motion carried unanimously.  
 
Mayor Wright advised that the Catawba County Representative for the Hickory 
Regional Planning Commission had been approved by the County.  He nominated 
Jeff Kerley as the Catawba County Representative to the Hickory Regional 
Planning Commission.   
 
Mayor Wright moved, seconded by Alderman Meisner approval of Jeff Kerley as 
the Catawba County Representative, Hickory Regional Planning Commission.  

The motion carried unanimously.  
 
Mayor Wright announced that he moved, seconded by Alderman Meisner and the 
motion carried unanimously.   

 
C. Presentation of Petitions and Requests   

 
XII.  Matters Not on Agenda (requires majority vote of Council to consider) 
 

XIII.    General Comments by Members of Council, City Manager or City Attorney of a Non-Business 
Nature  

 
XV. Closed Session Per NC General Statutes 143-318.11(a)(1)(4) to consult with the attorneys  

regarding the following:  (Action on these items, if any, will occur in Open Session) 
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Alderman Guess moved that Council go into closed session to consult with the attorneys to discuss 
the items below, seconded by Alderman Meisner.  The motion carried unanimously.   
 
Mayor Wright announced that the motion was made by Alderman Guess seconded by Alderman 
Meisner and the motion carried unanimously. 

 
1. Approval of Closed Session Minutes of August 18, 2015 - NCGS §143-318.11(a)(1) 

 
2. Approval of Closed Session Minutes of September 1, 2015 - NCGS §143-318.11(a)(1) 

 
3. Discussion of Litigation Iandolo vs City of Hickory 14CVS1160 - NCGS §143-318.11(a)(4)   

 
 No action was taken upon return to open session. 
 

XIV. There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.     
  

 
 
      _______________________________________ 
      Mayor 
 
 
_____________________________________   

City Clerk  


